Cytogenetics in multiple myeloma: a multicenter study of 24 patients with t(11;14)(q13;q32) or its variant.
Twenty-two patients with multiple myeloma (MM) with a classical t(11;14)(q13;q32) and two complex variants also involving 11q13 and 14q32 regions are reported. We show that t(11;14) (q13;q32) is predominantly noticed in stages II and III and never in stage I patients. Translocation (11;14)(q13;q32) is predominantly observed in hypodiploid or pseudodiploid clones associated with total or partial monosomy of chromosome 13 and additional structural changes in chromosome 1. These translocations may be discovered not only in standard cultures (24-48 hours) without stimulation, but also in cytokine-stimulated cultures (granulocyte macrophage colony-stimulating factor and interleukin 6). The t(11;14)(q13;q32) as a primary or secondary event in MM is discussed, because, in one patient, it was only discovered at relapse.